Jurnal Hukum dan Sosial Politik

Volume.2, Nomor.4 Tahun 2024

o~ e-ISSN: 2986-3287; p-ISSN: 2986-4445, Hal 102-109
DOI: https://doi.org/10.59581 /jhsp-widyakarya.v2i4.4278
Available Online at: https://ifrelresearch.org/index.php/jhsp-widyakarya

OPE

The Impact of The Russia-Ukraine Conflict On International Relations

Roby Arman Myajaya *
Paramadina University, Indonesia
Email : robyarman92@gmail.com *

Abstract, This study explores the international impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, focusing on its economic,
political, and security dimensions. Economically, the conflict has disrupted global supply chains, especially in
energy and agricultural sectors, causing price volatility and inflation worldwide. Politically, it has reshaped
international alliances, with Western countries reinforcing NATO and imposing sanctions on Russia, while other
nations maintain neutrality or align strategically. In the security sphere, the conflict has heightened tensions
between major powers and triggered increased military spending globally. The study employs a qualitative
method using a literature review approach, analyzing primary and secondary sources such as policy documents,
academic articles, and international reports. Recommendations include strengthening multilateral diplomacy to
mediate the conflict and addressing the cascading economic and security effects through international
cooperation. The study concludes that mitigating the impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict requires
comprehensive strategies that balance geopolitical interests and global stability.
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Abstrak, Penelitian ini mengkaji dampak internasional dari konflik Rusia-Ukraina dengan fokus pada dimensi
ekonomi, politik, dan keamanan. Dari perspektif ekonomi, konflik tersebut telah mengganggu rantai pasokan
global, terutama di sektor energi dan pertanian, yang memicu volatilitas harga dan inflasi di berbagai negara.
Secara politis, konflik tersebut telah mengubah aliansi internasional, dengan negara-negara Barat memperkuat
NATO dan menjatuhkan sanksi kepada Rusia, sementara beberapa negara lain telah memilih sikap netral atau
aliansi strategis. Dari segi keamanan, konflik tersebut telah meningkatkan ketegangan antara negara-negara
besar dan memicu peningkatan pengeluaran militer secara global. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif
dengan pendekatan studi pustaka, menganalisis sumber-sumber primer dan sekunder seperti dokumen kebijakan,
artikel akademis, dan laporan internasional. Artikel ini juga menyoroti tantangan-tantangan seperti keamanan
pangan global, krisis energi, dan tatanan internasional yang semakin terpolarisasi. Rekomendasi yang diajukan
meliputi penguatan diplomasi multilateral untuk memediasi konflik dan mengatasi dampak ekonomi dan
keamanan melalui kerja sama internasional. Penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa mitigasi dampak konflik Rusia-
Ukraina memerlukan strategi komprehensif yang menyeimbangkan kepentingan geopolitik dan stabilitas global.

Kata kunci: konflik Rusia-Ukraina, ekonomi global, keamanan internasional, pergeseran geopolitik, diplomasi
multilateral
1. INTRODUCTION

The conflict between Russia and Ukraine that began on February 24, 2022 has brought
profound changes to the dynamics of international relations. This conflict not only involves a
dispute between two countries, but also reflects a strategic confrontation between the Western
bloc, led by the United States, and Russia. This escalation of tensions has the potential to create
a restructuring of global alliances and affect the foreign policies of various countries (Al Muna,
2022).

One of the main impacts of this conflict is the emergence of a global security crisis,
exacerbated by the escalation of military tensions. Russia, as one of the world's major military

powers, has shown its readiness to use force to achieve its goals. This condition has raised
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concerns in the Eastern European region, where countries have begun to strengthen their
defense systems and seek protection from NATO (Levy & Friedman, 2024).

From an economic perspective, the conflict has affected global food and energy prices.
As major producers of wheat and natural gas, Russia and Ukraine play a central role in the
international market. Supply disruptions from both countries have caused significant inflation,
especially for countries in Africa and Asia that rely on imports from them. This has created
major challenges in maintaining economic stability in these regions (Rakhmayanti & Fitriyani,
2022).

The geopolitical impact of this conflict has prompted many countries to reassess their
strategic relationships. For example, several European countries have begun to reduce their
dependence on Russian energy by seeking alternative energy sources, such as renewable
energy, and by cooperating with other energy-producing countries. These changes are expected
to have not only short-term impacts, but also affect the structure of the global energy market
in the long term (Bobkin, 2023).

In addition, this conflict has caused significant changes in the dynamics of international
relations in the Middle East. Several countries such as Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates have taken a neutral position, showing their reluctance to get involved in the rivalry
between Russia and the Western bloc. This phenomenon reflects the decline of US dominance
in the region, while also indicating the preference of Middle Eastern countries to maintain a
balance of power (Krismawati & Fitriyani, 2022).

The social impact of this conflict is also no less significant. Hundreds of thousands of
Ukrainian refugees who fled to European countries created a humanitarian crisis that requires
global attention. Although European countries provide assistance to refugees, the challenges
of social and economic integration remain significant issues (Levy & Friedman, 2024).

In the diplomatic sphere, this conflict reaffirms the role of international organizations,
such as the UN, in addressing global crises. Although the UN continues to facilitate mediation
and peaceful resolution, tensions between its member states, especially between the Western
bloc and Russia, remain high. This shows the serious challenges facing the multilateral system
in dealing with aggressive conflicts (Bobkin, 2023).

Overall, the Russia-Ukraine conflict has had a complex and multidimensional impact on
international relations. From changes in security policy to global economic impacts, this

situation indicates that the world is in the midst of a major transformation in the international
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order. The response of various countries to this conflict will be a determining factor in the

direction of international relations in the future (Al Muna, 2022).

2. RESEARCH METHOD

This study applies a qualitative descriptive approach to examine the influence of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict on changes in international relations. This approach is carried out
through a literature study by collecting secondary data from various references, including
books, scientific journals, official reports of international organizations, and relevant news
(Lubis & Ritonga, 2023; Lubis, 2024). The main focus of the study is to explore the impact of
this conflict on global security, international economic dynamics, and geopolitical
restructuring and foreign policies of the countries involved.

Data analysis was conducted in stages using an inductive method. The initial step was to
identify key themes from literature sources, such as military security threats, disruptions to
energy and food supplies, changes in strategic alliances, and transformations in global energy
markets. The collected data were analyzed to link international relations theory with the
dynamics of conflict and relevant global contexts. The final results of this study are formulated

in the form of integrated conclusions based on the interpretation of the data obtained.

3. DISCUSSION
Impact on Global Security

The Russia-Ukraine conflict that began on February 24, 2022 has become one of the
biggest challenges to international security in recent decades. Russia's military invasion of
Ukraine has triggered an unprecedented global response, including economic sanctions,
increased military activity in the region, and massive support for Ukraine by Western countries.
This situation has created new tensions in Europe, which has been relatively stable since the
end of the Cold War. Many fear that this conflict could trigger further escalation involving
other major powers such as the United States, China, or even the entire NATO member.

Russia's aggressive steps in this conflict are a serious concern for the international
community, given its military capacity which is not only large but also supported by the
potential use of nuclear weapons. This threat raises fears of a nuclear war, something that was
never imagined to happen in the modern era. The tension has forced many countries to review
their defense policies, including several countries in Europe that previously avoided active

involvement in military alliances. In fact, countries such as Finland and Sweden which were
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previously neutral have applied to join NATO, showing a significant domino effect on regional
security (Laila Al Muna, 2022).

In addition, the response of Western countries in the form of economic sanctions against
Russia has created a new dynamic in international relations. The sanctions not only target
individuals and companies in Russia but also extend to the energy and financial sectors, which
are the backbone of the country's economy. However, this step also poses new challenges
because Russia, as one of the world's major energy suppliers, has the ability to retaliate by
limiting gas exports to Europe. The high dependence on Russian energy has made several
countries face a serious dilemma in determining their policies. As a result, relations between
countries have become more complex, with many parties trying to find a balance between
maintaining domestic stability and supporting collective efforts to isolate Russia (Ahmaddinur
Gajali, 2023).

Not only that, this conflict also increases the risk of proxy conflicts in other regions. For
example, some countries that have geopolitical interests with Russia, such as Syria and Iran,
may take advantage of this situation to expand their influence in their respective regions.
Meanwhile, countries such as the United States tend to strengthen their strategic alliances in
the Asia-Pacific region as a precaution against potential threats from China. Thus, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict is not only a regional problem but has also affected the balance of power at
the global level.

Global security is currently in a fragile state. The international community faces a major
challenge to prevent further escalation while seeking a peaceful solution to end the conflict.
Diplomatic efforts need to be strengthened so that this tension does not develop into a greater
threat to world stability. However, with the situation constantly evolving and many conflicting
interests, the challenge is becoming increasingly complex to overcome.

Global Economic Impact

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has created a significant impact on global economic
dynamics, especially in the energy and food sectors. The strategic role of Russia and Ukraine
in the global supply chain makes this conflict a major cause of widespread disruption. Russia,
one of the largest exporters of global energy, especially oil and natural gas, is facing economic
sanctions from Western countries which have caused unstable energy supplies. On the other
hand, Ukraine, known as one of the largest grain granaries in the world, has experienced a
decline in production and distribution due to the prolonged conflict. This instability has resulted
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in a spike in energy and food commaodity prices, which has a direct impact on global inflation
(Dewi Krismawati & Ana Lailatul Fitriyani, 2022).

This condition poses a major challenge for many countries, especially developing
countries, which are highly dependent on energy and food imports. Indonesia, for example,
must face the impact of rising world oil prices which have a direct impact on domestic energy
costs. The spike in fuel and basic necessities prices creates increasingly severe economic
pressures on the community. This is exacerbated by the fact that the global economy has only
just begun to recover from the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has weakened
people's purchasing power in many countries (Agung Mahaputra Guntur, 2023).

In addition, disruptions to the global supply chain have slowed economic growth in
various regions. The inability to meet the needs of logistics and raw materials in key sectors
has hampered industrial activity, especially in countries that rely on supplies from Russia and
Ukraine. This has not only impacted the inflation rate but also added to the government's
difficulties in managing domestic economic stability. Continuous price increases have created
increasing social pressure, where people are starting to feel the impact in their daily lives, such
as soaring prices of basic necessities and increasingly expensive energy costs (Dewi
Krismawati & Ana Lailatul Fitriyani, 2022).

In the long term, this conflict has the potential to affect the structure of the global market
as a whole. Countries that have long relied on Russia as an energy supplier are starting to look
for alternative sources, including increasing investment in renewable energy. Meanwhile, the
agricultural sector is also being forced to adapt by looking for other wheat-producing countries
to fill the gap left by Ukraine. This shift could create significant changes in global trade
patterns, ultimately affecting the stability of the international economy as a whole.
Geopolitical Impact

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has significantly changed the geopolitical landscape of the
world, especially in the Eastern European region. Countries such as Poland and the Baltic
states, which border directly or closely with Russia, have responded to the situation with
preventive measures, including substantially increasing their defense budgets. These efforts
reflect concerns about the potential threat of Russian aggression in the future. In addition,
relations with NATO have been strengthened, including the deployment of additional troops
and military equipment in their territories, as a form of readiness for an escalation of the
conflict. Fear of regional instability has also forced many countries to rethink their national

security strategies (Laila Al Muna, 2022).
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Outside Europe, the geopolitical impact is also felt globally. Countries like China see this
conflict as an opportunity to expand their influence, both diplomatically and economically.
With tensions between Russia and Western countries, China can play the role of a strategic
partner for Russia, while trying to strengthen its position in the Asia-Pacific region. This move
can affect the power dynamics in the region, especially amid rising tensions in the South China
Sea and the rivalry between China and the United States. This conflict indirectly creates space
for China to increase its role in international geopolitics (Laila Al Muna, 2022).

The economic sanctions imposed by Western countries on Russia have also had a major
impact on the pattern of international relations. These sanctions have not only created economic
pressure on Russia but have also triggered polarization in the international community. Some
countries, especially Western countries, have openly supported Ukraine through military,
economic, and humanitarian aid. On the other hand, there are countries that have chosen to
remain neutral, either for strategic reasons or economic dependence on Russia. In fact, some
countries have secretly supported Russia, showing how this conflict has deepened the
fragmentation of the global order (Ahmaddinur Gajali, 2023).

This polarization creates new challenges in international relations, with blocs of countries
becoming increasingly visible. Russia's actions are considered a violation of international law,
but not all countries agree to condemn them. This condition not only affects diplomatic
relations between countries but also complicates efforts to reach a global consensus on other
issues, such as climate change and cybersecurity. In the long term, this fragmentation has the
potential to weaken multilateral institutions and exacerbate existing geopolitical tensions. 1V.
Social and Humanitarian Impacts

From a social perspective, the conflict has created a serious humanitarian crisis.
According to UN data, millions of Ukrainians have fled to seek refuge in neighboring countries.
This puts great pressure on social infrastructure, such as health and education services, in
countries receiving refugees (Laila Al Muna, 2022).

In addition, international humanitarian assistance is becoming increasingly urgent to
address the urgent needs of refugees. The challenges of social and economic integration of
refugees in host countries are also a major concern. This conflict has worsened the
humanitarian situation in the region, which was already facing various social problems
(Ahmaddinur Gajali, 2023).
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The impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict covers various aspects of global life. This
crisis shows the importance of international solidarity and cooperation in maintaining world

stability and finding peaceful solutions to ongoing conflicts.

4. CONCLUSION

The Russia-Ukraine conflict that began in February 2022 has had a major impact on
international relations. From a global security perspective, the conflict has increased tensions,
raised the risk of escalating into a major war, and disrupted the stability of the European region.
Economic sanctions against Russia have also worsened the situation, creating uncertainty in
various regions.

On the economic front, the war has caused major disruptions in global energy and food
markets. Soaring commodity prices have exacerbated inflation in many countries and
hampered post-pandemic economic recovery, especially in developing countries. The
disruptions have also exacerbated a supply chain crisis that has had a far-reaching impact on
the global economy.

Meanwhile, in geopolitical terms, the conflict is changing the dynamics of international
alliances. Eastern European countries are strengthening ties with NATO, while others, such as
China, see an opportunity to increase their influence. Sanctions against Russia are also creating
polarization in the global order.

Overall, this conflict has had a wide impact on security, economic and geopolitical
aspects, which requires joint steps by the international community to maintain global stability

and prevent further escalation.
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